


Bir Yerde

Ismet Degirmenci

sinirda / on the border
tuval Uzerine akrilik, karisik teknik / acrylic and mixed media on canvas
170x180 cm, 2015



SOMEWHERE - INSIDE BUT AFAR

Umit inatci

Far-Close, Port, Wind, Little Time, Silence, Lost Landscape...These are the titles Ismet Degirmenci uses
in his exhibits. The artist has elected to be a utopic traveler seeking an absolute direction to himself,
from the uncertain shores of an ambiguous distance. Now, he is “some place” inside but afar. Close but
outside, inside but foreign, now but later...In these instances, we are following the traces of an ongoing
metaphysical interview between nature, where concepts of time and place have been turned upside
down, and himself. What is taking place is a spiritual oscillation at the moment when existence begins
to be questioned. The issue is not to be or not to be; but to be present in a place, or not to.

The economic setting related to time in urban life imposes a current which alienates one from
their own existence. Sounds and images are so transitive and encompass human life with such a
rapid vibration that the relationship between space and body transform into the reason for a myriad
of suspended events. In this circumstance, one feels the need to view the space they inhabit not
internally, but from a metaphysical distance. Ismet Degirmenci’s perspective of the city is comprised
of such incorporeal depth.

A painting is the surface of a dialogue established by the artist with himself and his city. Pieces of
newspapers positioned beneath transparent layers as if sensing a slippery and flowing base aren't
merely used as a synthetic element of completion. We are able to feel how memory is defeated by
forgetfulness in the face of misused time, and the impact which forgetfulness leaves on our daily lives.
In these paintings where exhausted colors transform into a language of gloom, the urban mass creates
a barricade in front of the horizon. The appetite of the individual to return to nature is blunted, and a
feeling of sadness for succumbing to alienation ensues.

Benjamin refers to the “dominance of the relationship between nature and humanity”; this is a
relationship established between human and nature and is not based on the dominance of one over
the other. The deprivation of nature, over which the human is sovereign, from humanity at the same
time evokes “the conflict between earth and soil” which Heidegger attempted to point out. We create
a world for ourselves, but there is no soil here; with its smell and its texture, there is no soil to bestow
upon us the feeling of being in nature...As we cover the soil outside, we are left exposed, because our
internal state is the one in which we stand closest to nature. Every shelter that we construct is a piece
of our effort to remain outside of nature.

| feel the need to return to what | had written for a previous Ismet Degirmenci exhibit: “...The blunting
of our instincts concealed in our nature, especially at the head spinning speed of metropolitan life, has
become our greatest issue in modern life. In this situation, does each individual not have a need for
ordo moralis? According to realist phenomenology, “interest” and “committing oneself” lends to a
more forceful impact of the human perception of nature. However, as the human being is one who
not only perceives but also operates, how much longer will the human continue to treat nature, which
he confronts and is a part of, as an object of his desire? Is there not a need for a creative distance, a
remoteness? Until our own reticence meets the silence of nature, it doesn’t appear that this greed or
this haste will be overcome.” Ismet Degirmenci creates a picture of this haste and greed.

In Greek, the word, izographiki means to draw life; zographos is the one who draws life. When shall
drawing life conclude; when could the end of painting come? With the cognizance of being a painter,
and the value he places on it, Ismet Degirmenci is an artist who chooses to come to terms with the life
within which he is in motion.

BiR YERDE — ICERDE AMA UZAKTA

Umit inatci

Uzak-Yakin, Liman, Rizgar, Az Zaman, Sessizlik, Kayip Manzara... ismet Degirmenci'nin sergilerinde
kullandigi basliklardir. Muglak bir mesafenin belirsiz kiyilarindan kendine mutlak bir yon arayan utopik
bir gezgin olmayi se¢mistir sanat¢i. Simdi “bir yer"dedir; icerde ama uzakta. Yakinda ama disarida,
icerde ama yabanci, simdi ama sonra... Zaman ve mekan kavramlarinin alt-ust oldugu doga ve kendisi
arasinda suregelen metafiziksel bir sdylesinin izlerini suruyoruz bu hallerde. Mevcudiyetin sorgulanmaya
baslandigi anda nukseden tinsel bir salinmadir yasanan. Olmak ya da olmamak degil; bir yerde bulunmak
ya da bulunmamaktir mesele.

Kent yasaminin zamanla ilgili ekonomik ayari insani kendi varligina yabancilastiran bir akisi dayatiyor.
Sesler ve goruntuler dylesine gecisken ve oylesine hizli bir titresimle kapsiyor ki insan yasamini mekan
ve beden arasindaki iligki askiya alinmis bir yigin eylemin nedenine donusuyor. Bu durumda insan,
kendi yasadigi mekana icerden degil; metafiziksel bir mesafeden bakma ihtiyaci duyuyor. iste ismet
Degirmenci'nin kente bakisi bdyle bir tinsel derinlik iceriyor.

Resim, ressamin kendiyle ve kentiyle kurdugu bir diyalog yuzeyidir. Saydam katmanlarin altina
kaygan ve akiskan bir zemini hissedercesine yerlestirdigi gazete parcalari sadece sentetik bir butunleyici
eleman olarak kullanilmiyorlar. Hafizanin dogru kullanilamayan zaman karsisinda unutkanliga nasil yenik
dustigund ve unutkanligin gundelik yasamimizda nasil etkin bir hal aldigini hissedebiliyoruz. Olgiin
renklerin bir kasvet diline donustugu bu resimlerde ufuk cizgisinin dnune set cekiyor kent yigini. Bireyin
dogaya donme istahi koreliyor ve yabancilasmaya yenik dusmenin huznu yasaniyor.

“Dogda ile insanlik arasindaki iliskinin hakimiyeti'nden bahsediyor Benjamin; insanla doda arasinda
kurulan, ne birinin ne de étekinin hakimiyetine dayali bir iliskidir bu. insanin Gizerine egemenlik kurdugu
doganin insaniyetten yoksundurulmasina neden olmasi ayni zamanda Heidegger'in dikkat ¢ekmeye
calistigi “"dunya ile toprak arasindaki catisma”yi da cagristirir. Bir dunya kuruyoruz kendimize ama toprak
yok burada; kokusuyla dokusuyla, bize acikta, yani dogada olma hissini veren toprak... Orttikce topradi
disarida, acikta kaliyoruz cunku bizim icerili halimiz dogaya en yakin durma halimizdir. Her insa ettigimiz
barinak ise doganin disinda kalma cabamizin bir parcasidir.

Ismet Degirmenci’nin bir dnceki sergisi icin yazdiklarima geri ddnme ihtiyaci duyuyorum: ... Cagdas
yasamin, ozelliklede metropolitenyasamin basddndurtcu hizindadogamizdasakliicgudulerinkdrelmesi
en buyUk meselemiz haline geldi. Bu durumda her bireyin bir sevgi duzenine (ordo moralis) intiyaci yok
mu? Realist fenomenolojiye gore “ilgi” ve “kendini verme” insanin dogay! algilamasindaki etkinligi daha
belirgin kiliyor. Ancak insan sadece algilayan degil eyleyen bir varlik da olduguna gore, karsisinda-iginde
oldugu dogaya daha nereye kadar arzularinin nesnesi muamelesi gosterecek? Yaratici bir mesafeye,
uzakliga ihtiyac yok mu? Kendi suskunlugumuz doganin sessizligiyle bulusana dek iflah olacaga
benzemiyor bu hirs, bu hiz..." iste bu hizin ve hirsin resmini yapiyor ismet Degirmenci.

Yunanca'da izografikiyasami ¢cizmek demektir; zografosise yasami cizendir. Yasami ¢cizmek ne zaman
son bulur ki; ressamligin sonu ne zaman gelebilir ki? ismet Degirmenci ressam olmanin bilinciyle ve
ressamliga atfettigi degerle, icinde devindigi yasamla hesaplasmayi yegleyen bir sanatcidir.
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yanilsamalar kenti / city of illusions
tuval Uzerine akrilik, karisik teknik / acrylic and mixed media on canvas
180x160 cm, 2014
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denize yakin / close to the sea

tuval Uzerine akrilik, karisik teknik / acrylic and mixed media on canvas
200x95 cm, 2015

bir yerde / somewhere
tuval Uzerine akrilik, karisik teknik / acrylic and mixed media on canvas

180x160 cm, 2014
8
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uzakliga 6vgu / praise for distance

kaybolma / getting lost
tuval Uzerine akrilik, karisik teknik / acrylic and mixed media on canvas tuval Uzerine akrilik, karisik teknik / acrylic and mixed media on canvas
180x160 cm, 2015

180x160 cm, 2015
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uzun bir yol / a long journey

tuval Uzerine akrilik, karisik teknik /
acrylic and mixed media on canvas
150x200 cm, 2014
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yesilin pesinden / pursuit of green
tuval Uzerine akrilik, karisik teknik / acrylic and mixed media on canvas
150x200 cm, 2015
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hatirlama / reminder
tuval Uzerine akrilik, karisik teknik / acrylic and mixed media on canvas
150x200 cm, 2015
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hangi yon / which direction
ahsap Uzerine akrilik karisik teknik / acrylic and mixed media on wood
2x(150x75) cm, 2015
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kayip manzara 7 / lost landscape 7
kagit Uzerine ylUn, karsik teknik / wool and mixed media on paper
28x43 cm, 2013
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kayip manzara 4 / lost landscape 4 kayip manzara 3 / lost landscape 3
kagdit Uzerine ylUn, karisik teknik / wool and mixed media on paper kagdit Uzerine yun, karisik teknik / wool and mixed media on paper
28x43 cm, 2013 30x20 cm, 2013
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kayip manzara 9 / lost landscape 9
kagit Gzerine yun, karisik teknik / wool and mixed media on paper
28x43 cm, 2013
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kayip manzara 12 / lost landscape 12 kaylp manzara 2 / lost landscape 2
kagdit Uzerine ylUn, karisik teknik / wool and mixed media on paper kagit Uzerine yun, karisik teknik / wool and mixed media on paper
20x30 cm, 2013 30x20 cm, 2013
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kayip manzara 14 / lost landscape 14
kagit Uzerine yUn, karsik teknik / wool and mixed media on paper
20x30 cm, 2013

kayip manzara 11 / lost landscape 11 kayip manzara 13 / lost landscape 13
kagit Uzerine ylUn, karisik teknik / wool and mixed media on paper kagit Uzerine yun, karisik teknik / wool and mixed media on paper
20x30 cm, 2013 20x30 cm, 2013
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yUrlyUs gunlukleri 12 / walking diaries 12 yurayus gunlukleri 17 / walking diaries 17
tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas
50x50 cm, 2013 50x50 cm, 2013

yurUyus gunlikleri 15 / walking diaries 15 yUrUyUs gunlukleri 20 / walking diaries 20
tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas
50x50 cm, 2013 50x50 cm, 2013
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yUrlyUs gunlukleri 21 / walking diaries 21
tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas
50x50 cm, 2013
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yurUyus gunlikleri 22 / walking diaries 22
tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas
50x50 cm, 2013
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yurayus gunlukleri 16 / walking diaries 16
tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas
50x50 cm, 2013
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yurUyus gunlukleri 1 / walking diaries 1
tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas
50x50 cm, 2013
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yUrUyUs gunlukleri 6 / walking diaries 6 yUrUyUs gunlukleri 18 / walking diaries 18
tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas
50x50 cm, 2013 50x50 cm, 2013

28 29



S e
< -
,T‘ '(C :Jﬁﬂ"’luz‘_#;‘!. “

=

yUrlyUs gunlikleri 23 / walking diaries 23 yurayUs gunlukleri 4 / walking diaries 4
tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas
50x50 cm, 2013 50x50 cm, 2013

yurUyus gunlikleri 24 / walking diaries 24 yUrUyUs gunlukleri 19 / walking diaries 19
tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas tuval Uzerine karisik teknik / mixed media on canvas
50x50 cm, 2013 50x50 cm, 2013
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Biyografi

1964
1991

2002

Marmara Adasl, Gundogdu KéyUu'nde dogdu.
Marmara Universitesi, Glzel Sanatlar Fakultesi,
Heykel Bolumu

Yeditepe Universitesi, Glizel Sanatlar Fakultesi,
Ogretim Gorevlisi

Kisisel Sergiler

1994
1995
1997
1999

2001

2002
2003
2005
2007
2010
2012
2013

Ortakoy Heykel Atdlye Galeri, istanbul
Deniz Mizesi Sanat Galerisi, istanbul
Simurg Art Galeri, istanbul
Performans, Yesilkody Balikgi Barinagi, istanbul
Workshop, Marmara Adasl, Balikesir
Yakin Dogu Universitesi Sergi Salonu,
Lefkosa, Kibris

Sefahathane, Beyoglu, istanbul
Asmali Mescit Sanat Galerisi, istanbul
Galeri Binyil, istanbul

Galeri Article, istanbul

Milli Reastirans Sanat Galerisi, istanbul
Galeri Mabeyn, istanbul

Art Room, Girne, Kibris

Karma Sergiler

1995

1996

1997

1999
2000

2004
2010

2014

"Geng Etkinlikler I”, Tiyap, istanbul

“Esbank XII. Yunus Emre Resim Yarismasi
Sergisi”, istanbul

"Geng Etkinlikler 11", TUYAP, istanbul
“Karsilasmalar”, Deniz MUzesi Sanat Galerisi,
Istanbul

"|. Balkan Ulkeleri Sanat Sempozyumu’”,
Selanik, Yunanistan

“Karsilasmalar IV*, Lefkosa, Kibris

“I. Marmara Adasi Sanat Sempozyumu”,
Marmara Adasi, Balikesir

"14. Tuyap Sanat Fuari”, Galeri Binyil, istanbul
“Soguk Element” Akademililer Sanat Merkezi,
Istanbul

"Baski sergisi” Dogu Akdeniz Universitesi, Kibris
"Quartet”, Artisan Sanat Galerisi, Istanbul
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Biography

1964
1991

2002

Born in Marmara Island, Balikesir

Marmara University, Istanbul, Faculty of Fine
Arts, Sculpture Department

Yeditepe University, Istanbul, Faculty of Fine
Arts, Lecturer

Solo Exhibitions

1994
1995
1997
1999

2001

2002
2003
2005
2007
2010
2012
2013

Ortakdy Sculpture Workshop Gallery, Istanbul
Naval Museum Art Gallery, Istanbul

Simurg Art Gallery, Istanbul

Performance, Yesilkdy Fisherman Shelter, Istanbul
Workshop, Marmara Island, Balikesir

Near East University Exhibition Hall, Nicosia,
Cyprus

Sefahathane, Beyoglu, Istanbul

Far and Near, Asmali Mescit Art Gallery, Istanbul
Gallery Binyil, Istanbul

Galeri Article, Istanbul

Milli ReasUrans Art Gallery, Istanbul

Gallery Mabeyn, Istanbul

Art Room Kyrenia, Cyrups

Group Exhibitions

1995

1996

1997

1999
2000

2004
2010

2014

Young Activities | Exhibition, Tuyap, Istanbul
Esbank XII. Yunus Emre Painting Contest
Exhibition, Istanbul

Young Activities Il Exhibition, Tuyap, Istanbul
“Encounters”, Naval Museum Art Gallery,
Istanbul

|. Balkan Countries Art Symposium,
Thessaloniki, Greece

"Encounters V", Nicosia, Cyprus

|. Marmara Island Art Symposium, Marmara
Island, Balikesir

14th Tuyap Art Fair, Gallery Binyil, Istanbul
“Soguk Element” Akademililer Culture Center,
Istanbul

“Baski sergisi” Eastern Mediterrenean
University, Cyprus

“Quartet”, Artisan Art Gallery, Istanbul



